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EFORE the concluſive part of my Letter to 
B a Baptiſt Minifter, &c. was printed off, I ſent 


immerſion is eſſential to the obedience of faith;“ 
at the fame t time ingenuouſly acquainting him, 


that I had in the preſs, a treatiſe on the ſcrip- 


ture-ground of infant-baptiſm, and that therein 
took the liberty to animadyert on the ſen» 


timents of the Anabaptiſts in general, and of 


Mr. M. in particular;” but wiſhed, before L 
concluded my pamphlet, to know from Mr, P. 


whether Mr. M. did really uſe the above-men- 
tioned ftrong expreſſion, My inquiry was an- 


ſwered in the affirmative; and Mr. M.'s unſcrip- 


tural declaration, reſpecting the eſſentiality af 
dipping, has been fince vindicated and confirmed 


by another Anabaptiſt-miniſter. 


The ingenuous and friendly letter I ſent Mr. P. 
immediately produced a haſty, un-digeſted little 
performance, intitled, An Addreſs to the Members 


of the Baptiſt-Church, meeting in High-ftreet, Shrewſ- 
bury.” The manuſcript of this futil publication 
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a friendly line to Mr. P. a member of the 


Anabaptiſts in this town, requeſting he would 
inform me, whether Mr. M. ſaid that adult 
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was written not only before my pamphlet was out 
bur even before an advertiſement was inſerted 
in the Shrewſbury paper to announce its future 
publication. This is a ſample of Mr. Par menas's 
Precipitation; and this circumſtance will ſerve 
te- convince the candid reader, how peculiarly 
touchy and inflammable the mind of an Ana- 
Baptiſt is, when even a diſtant and un-publiſhed 
oppoſition to his favorite tenet, will produce ſuch 
precipitate condudt. As Mr. Parmenas afſects to 
underſtand latin; before he ever honors *©* the 
church” with a fecotid: addreſs, I wou'd adviſe 
him to digeſt well the following cohciſe motto, 
* Feſtina lente; or that of che Apoſtle, ** Be flow 
to ſpeak.” 
But what will excite tho aGoaildiment; (and 
perhaps the rifbil:ity too) of the candid reader, 
is; the addreſs referred to, was read publicly by 
Mr. S. on the next Sunday evening in the Ana- 
baptiſt- meeting. The manifeſt deſign of this was 
to guard the people againſt the effects of my 
vindication of infant-baptiſm, and to convey a 
fort of/intimation that they ſhould not read it. 
But does not ſuch conduct favor too ftrongly of 
the-unfair methods adopted by a certain eroneous 
church, whoſe grand intereſt it is to Keep her 
deluded members in profound ignorance, by pro- 
Hibiting a peruſal of any books, calculated to 
reſcue them from their ſuperſtitious bigotry ? 
And ] aſk too, is it right for the Anabaptiſts to 
be continually introducing every little contra- 
2 | verſial 


3 
yerfial occurrence into the pulpit? And thus tg 
convert the ſacred deſk into a roftrum of ridicule ? 
The author of the addreſs is very warm; for 
he talks of Satan ſtirring up thoſe who profeſs 
the goſpel, to ſpeak evil of, flanderouſly report, 
and vilify others.” But, who are thoſe evil-ſpeakers, 
ſlanderers and wvilifiers? Surely, not the perſons, 
who told me, what Mr. P. under his own hand 
acknowledged to be true. For, if to mention 
again, what has been delivered in a public man- 
ner, be a proof of a man's ſlandering propenſity, 
I believe neither Parmenas himſelf, nor any of 
his brethren, ſtand free from the imputation.— 
And, if the report brought to me from Mr. M.'s 
public difcourſes, be true, (which Mr. P. him- 
ſelf has acknowledged) does not the charge of 
flander and eviPſpeaking, reverberate upon preci- 
pitate Parmenas with redoubled force ? | 
The addreſſer ſays, © it is our happineſs to 
have the liberty of reading the word of Gop, and 
of judging for ourſelves; a right to do ſo, is one 
of the firſt principles of nature, and any attempt 
to deprive us of it, or diſcovery of reſentment 
and ill-will towards us for the exerciſe of that 
right, betrays a narrow ſpirit, &c.” But what 
does all this pompous complaint mean? Did 1 
ever inſinuate, either in public or private, that 
people thou'd not judge for themſelves in reading 
the word of Gop? Did I ever. make any infringe- 
ment on the natural right of private judgement? 
And even, if my pamphlet did contain any in- 
| ſinuation 


| 
! 
f 
4 
t 
c 
* 
0 

5 


1 
finuation of this kind, yet as it was not publithed 
till after the addreſs was written; is it not in the 
higheſt degree prepoſterous and ungenerous for 
Parmenas to throw out ſevere charges of this 
kind, which could exiſt no where but in his 
own ſuſpicious and heated imagination? Cou'd 
he have but wazted "till my pamphlet was pub- 
lithed, he wou'd then have ſeen my candid ſen- 
timents. on. the right of private judgment ; and 
that ſo far from invading that ſacred prerogative, 
my whole letter to Mr. M. is founded upon the 
generous principle which ſupports it.—An Ana- 
baptiſt-miniſter givcs his opinion publicly, and 
ſeverely too, on the ſubject of adult- immerſion. 
I. who differ from him on that point, take the 
liberty to expoſtulate, and to offer my public 
opinion on the right of infant-baptiſm. Does 
this public expoſtulation carry with it the air of 
« reſentment and ill-will?” Or do I mean hereby 
« any a:tempt to deprive” the Anabaptiſts “f the 
Tight” of private judgment to which they lay 
claim? Surely, every perſon, but precipitate 
Parmenas, will exculpate me from ſuch a charge. 
And I wou'd hope, that P. himſelf will do this, 
after he has read my whole book: in the peruſal 
of which, I have no doubt, but a conſcious bluſh 
for. his precipitancy on this head, will imper- 
ceptibly ſteal on his check; and that he will 
in future, pay greater attention to the prophet's 
words, He that believeth ſhall not make haſte.” 


Parmenas, 


——— 


* © + 
Parmenas, whoſe heated imagination has ſuggeſl- 


ed an unfavorable idea of my book, even before 


he has ſeen it, ſays, you have more need to 
pity and pray for the party who maligns you.“ 
What! is every perſon maligned, when his pecu- 
liar ſentiments are oppoſed? Then all the con- 
troverſialiſts in the world are a ſet of maligners. 
The great Apoſtle of the gentiles, for his public 
oppoſition to Peter, muſt fall under the lath of 
the ſame ſevere predicament. And, though I 
may be ranked among the maligners too, yet I 
hope, P. will pleaſe to remember, that as Mr. M. 
began the public maligning of the Pœdobap- 
tiſts, he muſt conſequently be the firft maligner. 
Thus, while P. makes us the objects of his pity 
and prayers, 1 ſhall, in return, ſincerely com- 
miſerate his equal want of argument and candor, 


and pray, that a future abatement of his pre- 


cipitate zeal, may induce him to fix his charge 

of maligning, flandering, &c. ſome where elſe, 

P. has aped the motto of my title-page : Th 

firft page of my letter preſents the reader wit 
two fweet verſes from Dr. Watts, in which that 
excellent Divine. bears his teſtimony to the right 
of infant-baptiſm, as founded upon the Abrahamic 
covenant., P. quotes two verſes more from the 
fame evangelic Poet, which contain a verſification 
of Rom. vi. 3, 4. Now, as it is upon this ſcrip- 
, ture, that the Anabaptifts chiefly. found their plea 
for dipping ; does not the quotation from Dr. 
Watts carry with it a kind of inſinuation, that 
he 
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he was an adyocate for the Anabiptift's ** watery 
grave? Whereas it is well known, that the Dodor .. 
himſelf, and the whole reſpectable body of Dif: 

ſenters, in which he ſhone as an ornament of 

diſtinguithed luftre, always invariably aqmitted 


infant- baptiſm, and that too by affuſion or 
ſprinkling. And does not P. s attempt to con- 


traſt Dr. Watts to himſelf by imitating my title- 
page, imply ſomething very unamiable, and re- 
* us of 2 Poets exclamation, *O0! imita- 


cept aegis 1 Ne and, L. ü 
a cel 


in e Shrewſbury,” to key the Dodtor's 
hymn-book, for the ſame reaſon, that they will. 


labor to prohibit their members from n 


my Vindication? | 
The author of the addreſs. 2 one argue, 

ment, ſuch as it is, in favor of adult-immerfion, , 

viz: © * the 5 1 5 of good men in all 72 


EAT” 


ſentence is neither ſenſe nor grammar. But- the 
judicious reader may perceive what this ** incor- 
rect addreſs” wou'd be "6 The author of. it 
modeſtly inſinuates, (1) that all the. ** good men in 
ſormer and latter days were Anabaptifts z (2). that, 
ſuch as were not, did not * ſteer clear of the. 
general corruption.” (3) And that if it were not 
tor * fear, ſhame, Private emoluments, or the 
ſhackles 


„ 
ſhackles of human creeds and articles, they wou' d 
hot be kept back from the performance of that 
duty, requifite to evidence an obedient faith.” 
Satis cum imperio! In oppoſition to all this im- 
modeft and groundleſs cant, I reply; that, if any 
donne will take the trouble carefully to peruſe 
my Vindication, he will immediately perceive” 
that the Fathers for the four firſt centuries after” 
the Apoſtolic ra; all the parties engaged in 
the pelagian controverſy, which commenced the 
beginning of the fifth century, including Auguſtin 
on the one fide, and Pelagius on the other; all 
the Fathers, Councils, Miniſters, and Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, from the pelagian period, to the 
beginning of the twelfth century; the body of | 
the illuftrious Valdenſes; the inſtruments of the | 
Reformation in Germany, with Luther and Calvin | 
at their head; all the Reformers in Great-Britain; 
and all the national reformed churches in Europe. 
Il fay, any perſon may perceive from my pam- 
phlet, that all theſe venerable authorities were 
unanimous in admitting infant-baptiſm, and' as 
free from the general corruption” as any — 
baptiſts that ever lived. But on the contrary, 
have proved, that Anabaptiſm, ſo far from 
; * ſteering clear of the general corruption,” has; 
| at different periods, failed plump into the dread- 
ful Charybdis. And if Mr. P. would only confult 
eccleſiaſtical hiftory a little, he wou'd abate ſome. - 
what of his confidence; and find, that no mi< 
creants upon earth were ever more effectually 
B deluged 
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in the general corruption” of impiety, ranteriſn 
and rebellion, than the Anabaptiſts in Calvin's 
days; numbers of whom, with mad m of 
Haden at their head, committed great outrages 
at Munſter, Amſterdam, &c, And if any one will 
read the hiſtory of Cromwell's uſurpation, he will 
find, that during the bleſſed reign of the rump, 
the © general corruption” of bloody independency, 
reigned as ſtrongly among the Anabapti/ts, as 
nn any of the Uſurper's adhærents. | 

Although, P. acknowledges his “ addreſs is 
incorrect, yet as it is the Lord's work to open 
blind eyes,” he therefore obſerves that he ſome- 
times does it by means very unlikely to anſwer 
| the end.“ Here is another mode} infinuation, 
1 that the advocates for infant-baptiſm are hind. 
[il Well, if P.'s addreſs ſhou'd be made the inftru- 
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l ment of opening any of our eyes, it wou'd be an 
I Muſtrious phœnomenon indeed, I muſt ſay how- 


i ever, that I never peruſed a publication in my 
1 whole life, more unlikely to anſwer the deſired 
|| end of making us all Anabaptiſts. For, befides 
the grammatical inaccuracies of the addreſs, there 
does not appear the ſhadow of an argument 
throughout the whole. Conſidering then Parme- 
nas's total diſqualification for the important work 
il of vindicating Anabaptiſm; and that the cauſe 
14 of the church” is leſs likely to ſuffer from his 
| filence than his. publications; he had better in 

future, call in ſome, whom he is pleaſed to ſtyle 
hy able advocates,” and tq confine his animad- 
| verſions 
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verfions to the narrow limits of his own fires 
fade. Since P. is fond of a latin ſentence, I will 
preſent him with one very appoſite to my preſent 
obſervations, Tractent ſua fabrilia fabri. Parmenas 
might thine behind a counter; might cut a tole- 
rable figure in fabricating an important rebus 
for a news-paper ; or in penning a pretty little 
panegyric on the excellencies of Maria: but 
I cannot conceive he can ever appear to ad- 
vantage in forming addreſſes to the church; 
eſpecially when he aſſumes the fignature of Par- 
menas ; a greek word, which, in all probability, 
the aſſumer of it does not underſtand, 

If any of the © able advocates,” to whom P. 
refers, ſhou'd ftand forth in vindication of Ana- 
baptiſm, I hope they will not attempt to reſt 
the matter upon declamatory florith, or a ſuper- 
ficial ** addreſs to the church; much leſs upon 
a pompous peremptory title, ſuch as uſhered 
into the field of controverſy, an inconcluſive 
performance of Dr. Gill's, intitled, ** Infant-bap- 
tiſm the main pillar of Popery.” I am certain the 
Doctor, with all his rabbinical learning, never 
proved that point; and I defy any ſucceflor of 
his to prove it now. And I think I might with 

more propriety ſtyle Anabaptiſm the main pillar 
of Bigotry, than the excellent (tho' in this reſpect 
miſtaken) Doctor cou'd affix a Popiſh ſtigma, to 
what can be proved to be of primitive, ſcriptural, 
and proteſtant authenticity. If then any of the 
able advocates” will give us ſolid argument, 

inſtead 


( 12 ) 
inſtead of poſitive affirmations, I ſhall read them 
with pleaſure, and (perhaps) anſwer them at 
my leiſure. In the mean time, I with P. and 
all his brethren, the one Baptiſm. 
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Shrewſbury, ] 3 
sth Mar. 1776. R. D. 
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